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Anniversaries

A. Lange & Söhne was reborn in 1990, but it was not until 
1994 that the iconic German brand introduced its fi rst set of 
modern wristwatches in more than 50 years. The Lange 1 
immediately jumped out as the new backbone of the luxurious 
collection, and has since gone on to become an industry 
icon and trendsetter with its off-center indications and large 
double-digit date (the fi rst in the modern era). The Lange 1 
was incredibly different from everything else on the market 
in 1994, or before it, and this was apparent at fi rst glance. I 
believe it is that which made it such an icon. The Lange 1 
also not only symbolizes the rebirth of something that should 
never have descended into oblivion, but also the fact that 
Swiss watchmaking can be rivaled in quality and ingenuity 
in Germany. 
Today, this award-winning watch is available in a great number 
of variations that also include extra functions, and even an 
automatic version (whose dial displays are positioned in 
mirrored manner so as to immediately allow those in the 
know to recognize the movement powering it). In manual 
versions, alongside the original case size of 38.5 mm, a 
smaller iteration known as the Kleine Lange 1 (Little Lange 

1) is also available: it was conceived for more delicate wrists 
and is often embellished with gem-set bezels and mother-
of-pearl dials.
The Grand Lange 1 came later along with the modern feel 
for larger cases and boasts a proud 42 mm case whose 
subdials were also proportionately increased in size as well. 
The Grand Lange 1 is the only variation to include interesting 
dial versions comprising contrasting scales and a sportier 
Luminous model featuring greenish luminous numerals and 
hands against a matte black dial. 
In honor of the anniversary, two limited editions were released. 
The fi rst is the Lange 1 Tourbillon Handwerkskunst in an 
edition of just 20 pieces featuring an in-house jet-black 
enamel dial with perfectly contrasting rhodium-plated gold 
markers and tourbillon cock visible in the comet-tail-shaped 
cutaway at 6 o’clock. The second constitutes 5 sets of “his-
and-hers” watch pairs – could this be a theme in 2014? – 
comprising one full-sized Lange 1 in a 38.5 mm case and 
one Little Lange 1 in a 36.1 mm case set with 64 brilliant-cut 
diamonds around the bezel. The dials of these watches 
display a beautiful, rather unusual guilloché pattern.

Another boutique brand celebrating a 
decade of existence is Hautlence. 
And this boutique brand with its 
somewhat different outlook does it in 
spectacular fashion with the advent of 
not only its fi rst chronograph, but a 
chronograph that’s been co-designed 
by none other than French superstar 
Eric Cantona, who is now Hautlence’s 
brand ambassador.

The Invictus Morphos, housed in a 
typically designed TV-screen 
Hautlence case, features the 
patterned wings of the morphos 
butterfl y in shimmering mother-of-
pearl on its dial. Cantona is a big fan 
of blue, which is why this color plays 
such a major role in the watch. 
Cantona reveals the message it 
holds: “Every second of the day is a 
metamorphosis of sorts.” 

10 years a charm
The boom years in the post-mechanical renaissance era were 
undoubtedly the early “naughties.” How would I know this now 
if I weren’t paying attention back then? By the relatively large 
amount of small luxury watchmakers celebrating tenth anniversaries 
in 2014, of course. Among these, we fi nd the king of tourbillons: 
Greubel Forsey. 

Though this Swiss brand comprising a master watchmaker duo 
from England and France respectively has only been around 
ten years, it already feels like 100 thanks to the unerring familiarity 
of the stupendous tourbillons that Greubel Forsey executes in 
nearly every timepiece it makes: these can be double, quadruple, 
and even inclined specimens.

While Greubel Forsey has not made a special anniversary 
timepiece – at a production of about 100 pieces per year, each 
and every piece is indeed special – we can look forward to the 
fi nalized version of the perpetual calendar the boutique brand 
previewed at SIHH 2014.

“Every second of the day is a 
metamorphosis of sorts”

Lange 1 Tourbillon Handwerkskunst

Anniversary Lange 1 his-and-hers set


